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1.0 OBJECTIVE 

 

To affirm the Board’s commitment to French as a Second Language (FSL) Programs that 

provide students with the opportunity to become proficient in French. 

 

2.0 DEFINITIONS 

 

 

Three FSL programs provide students with different levels of intensity in developing pro-

ficiency in French: 

 

Core French – students are taught French as a subject.  The program helps students de-

velop a basic usable command of the language. 

 

Extended French – elementary students are taught French as a subject and French serves 

as the language of instruction in other subjects. At the secondary level, students accumu-

late a minimum of seven credits in French:  four are French language courses and three 

are other subjects in which French is the language of instruction. 

 

French Immersion – elementary students are taught French as a subject and French serves 

as the language of instruction in more subjects than extended French.  At the secondary 

level, students accumulate a minimum of ten credits in French:  four are French language 

courses and six are other subjects in which French is the language of instruction. 

 

3.0 POLICY 

 

The Board recognizes that: 

 

3.1 proficiency in French is a valuable skill and an element of student achievement 

because French is one of Canada’s two official languages and it is a language 

used widely around the world. 

 



 

 

3.2 teaching and learning French as a Second  Language strengthens English lan-

guage skills, enhances reasoning, problem-solving and creative thinking skills and 

develops understanding and respect of other cultures.  

 

The Board is committed to: 

 

3.3 equity of access to French programs through, but not limited to, accepting all ap-

plicants without screening and providing transportation as outlined in P.020 

“Transportation of Students”;  

 

3.4 French programs that include students with Special Education needs and English 

Language Learners and are equitable, inclusive and reflective of a diverse com-

munity; 

 

3.5 supporting, developing and promoting French Immersion/ Extended/ Core as 

community-based programs;  

 

3.6 providing a range of French Immersion/Extended programs in dual and single 

track schools to meet the varying needs and aspirations of students, their families 

and communities; 

 

3.7 strong collaboration among students, parents, schools, the community, the French 

as a Second Language Advisory Committee and the Board through effective out-

reach, sharing of resources, research and data and joint participation to facilitate 

growth and excellence in French programs;  

 

3.8 partnerships with community and professional organizations, researchers and all 

levels of government in order to facilitate growth and excellence in French pro-

grams; 

 

3.9 providing students and teachers of French with resources and support equal to 

English programs.  

 

4.0 SPECIFIC DIRECTIVES 

 

The Director of Education is authorized to issue operational procedures to implement this 

policy. 

 

5.0 REFERENCE DOCUMENTS 

 

Operational Procedure PR.597, French Immersion/Extended French 

Operational Procedure P.020, Transportation of Students 

 

 


