March 4, 2008 
It has recently come to my attention that school pools in Toronto are at risk of closure and I am appealing to you as my elected representative to find a way to keep these pools open.  
The public school pools in Toronto are an invaluable public resource.  Swim instruction offered as part of a variety-based physical education program provides the opportunity to learn swimming and life savings skills to tens of thousands of children annually.  School swimming programs are inclusive, build confidence, develop physical skills and over time, help our children to enjoy, value and maintain an active and healthy lifestyle.  Through school programs and after school programs, school pools provide a strong base for long-term physical and mental health for both the children and adults of our community.
With concerns about obesity and the general lack of physical activity in our community, our school pools provide an excellent opportunity for large numbers of community members to participate in regular physical activity through swimming. 
The school pools also play a role in public safety. Every year, stories about the children drowning in Ontario’s lakes and rivers are sad news.  The number of children drowning prompted Carolyn Bennett, the former Minister of Public Health to say that she plans to push for mandatory swimming lessons in schools across the country.  "What we want is this aspirational [sic] goal for Canada, that every kid should know how to swim like reading, writing and arithmetic" Bennet said. "We would hope they would have that skill by the time they leave public school."  Allowing the closure of the Toronto District School Board pools distances us even further from that reasonable and desirable goal.
Finally, swimming provides Toronto’s youth with a healthy way to spend their time and a positive outlet for their energies.  In this time or rising youth violence and disengagement, that alone would be good reason for the City and the Province to fund the pools
If indeed, the school pools are mothballed and thousands of children lose the opportunity to swim, to join a team, to exercise, to improve their self-esteem, to learn valuable lifesaving and leadership skills, it will be a very sad day for this City and this Province and will affect generations to come.  

As a citizen concerned with the future of our children and the Toronto community in general, I am seeking the City’s and the Province’s financial support in helping to keep all our school pools open. 

It is time that elected officials work with the TDSB for long-term sustainable funding for this valuable public resource.  It is time to make it a priority to keep all our school pools open.

Thank you for your anticipated support,

Yours sincerely,
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